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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1. 1 14. AppHcant's submission filed on 9/16/2005 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 9/16/2005 and 10/17/2005 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

Applicant argues that Takayama does not teach, disclose or suggest a "selection unit" as 
in pending claim 1, which is "configured to select whether or not to use, when the image sensing 
apparatus is turned on next time, the image sensing conditions manually set at the time of turning 
off." 

In response, regarding claim 1, the AppUcant amended claim 1 with limitation "a 
selection unit configured to select whether or not to use, when the image sensing apparatus is 
turned on next time, the image sensing conditions manually set at a time of turning 
off the image sensing apparatus." The Examiner considers that claim 1 as amended still does not 
distinguish from Takayama et al. patent. Takayama et al. discloses when the power switch is 
turned on, the photographer can select between the automatic mode and manual mode, which are 
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corresponding to the "image sensing conditions". Note that the camera can select one of either 
the automatic mode and manual mode as a default mode for photography using a timer (figure 
15, column 11, lines 34-43, column 7, lines 22-50). 

Claim Rejections -35 use §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication ia this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of appHcation for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1, 10-12, 20-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Takayama et al. (US 5,640,619). 

Regarding claim 1, Takayama et al. discloses an image sensing apparatus comprising: 
an operation unit (self-timer reset button 12, command dial 10, mode change button 6, 
figure 12, column 14, lines 22-35) configured to set image sensing conditions (automatic mode 
and manual mode) manually in the image sensing apparatus; 

a selection unit configured to select whether or not to use, when the image sensing 
apparatus is turned on next time, the image sensing conditions manually set at a time of turning 
off the image sensing apparatus (when the power switch is turned on, the photographer can select 
between the automatic mode and manual mode, which are corresponding to the "image sensing 
conditions". Note that the camera can select one of either the automatic mode and manual mode 
as a default mode for photography using a timer, figure 15, column 13, lines 34-43, column 14, 
lines 22-50); 
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a memory device (memory 547 stores default mode, figure 12, column 14, lines 52-67) 
configured to store the manually set image sensing conditions of the image sensing apparatus 
when the image sensing apparatus is tum off; 

a determination unit (CPU 541, figures 12, 15, when the power switch is turned on, the 
photographer can select between the automatic mode and manual mode, which are corresponding 
to the "image sensing conditions". Note that the camera can select one of either the automatic 
mode and manual mode as a default mode for photography using a timer, column 13, lines 34- 
43, column 14, lines 22-67) configured to determine, at a time of turning on the image sensing 
apparatus, whether or not said selection unit selects to use the manually set image sensing 
conditions at the time of tuming off the image sensing apparatus when the image sensing 
apparatus is turned on; 

a control unit (CPU 541, figures 12, 15, when the power switch is turned on, the 
photographer can select between the automatic mode and manual mode, which are corresponding 
to the "image sensing conditions". Note that the camera can select one of either the automatic 
mode and manual mode as a default mode for photography using a timer, column 13, lines 34- 
43, column 14, lines 22-67) configured to, when a determination result of said determination unit 
is affirmative, control to automatically read the manually set image sensing conditions stored in 
said memory device and to automatically set the read manually set image sensing conditions in 
the image sensing apparatus. 

Regarding claims 10, 20, Takayama et al. discloses all of the image sensing conditions 
are stored in said memory device (column 14, lines 58-63). 
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Regarding claims 11,21, Takayama et al. discloses at least one of the image sensing 
conditions is stored in said memory (column 14, lines 58-63). 

Regarding claims 12 is method claim of apparatus claims 1. Therefore, see Examiner's 
comments regarding claims 1 . 

Regarding claims 22, all the limitations are contained in claim 12, except the feature 
"computer readable program code means," which is disclosed as "program" in Takayama et al, 
column 14, lines 23-27, 

Allowable Subject Matter 
5. Claims 24-26 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the hmitations of the base claim 
and any intervening claims. 



Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LUONG T NGUYEN whose telephone number is (571) 272 - 
73 15. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30AM - 5:00PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, NGOCYEN VU can be reached on (571) 272 -7320. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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